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“HUMANE IN THE NAME IS WHAT WE STAND FOR!” 
FROM HOMELESS AND ABANDONED, TO ADOPTED AND LOVED! 

WOULD YOU ADOPT ONE OF OUR FURRY FRIENDS? 

Fall 2016 
368 Polk County Rd. 50 

(PO Box 845) 
Mena, Arkansas, 71953 

(479) 394-5682 
www.hsomena.org 
info@hsomena.org 

DON’T LITTER !!! 
Avoid a litter of unwanted pups & kittens !!!  

Take advantage of our year-round, LOW-COST 
spay/neuter program, provided by Dr. Randy Burgess. 

Please call the shelter at 479-394-5682  

for information on an income-eligible discount. 

 

News For and About 
Our Shelter Animals 

And Their Friends 

HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS ISSUE: 

 PAGE 2: Donation Mail-in Form! 

 PAGE 3: A Word from our President! 

 PAGE 4: All about HSO! 
 (PLEASE PASS ON THIS NEWSLETTER TO A FRIEND!) 

"Animals are such agreeable friends--they ask no questions; they pass no criticisms."  

-George Eliott 

ALL of HSO’s shelter pets are spayed or neutered, have all their vaccines, are happy and healthy! Adoption fees: Dogs only $60 each 
and Cats only $40! Would you open your heart to a pet? Humane Society of the Ouachitas… where your best friend is waiting! 

HSO is a no-kill, non-profit 

organization and was started 

in 1978, by some kind folks 

who wanted to help Polk 

County’s homeless pets.  For 

the past 38 years, HSO has 

continued its work due to its 

dedicated volunteers and the 

generosity of the people of 

Polk County and their 

friends. The animals pic-

tured here are waiting for 

adoption at the shelter, and 

they thank you for your on-

going and caring help! 

FEATURING HSO’S SENIOR PETS!  Waiting for Loving Homes! 

Welcome a Senior Pet into your life! Our Golden Paws Adoption Program in-

cludes shelter pets who are at least 6 years old. Their adoption fee is 1/2 the regu-

lar price (only $30 adoption fee instead of $60 for dogs; $20 instead of the regular 

$40 for cats) to "adoptive parents" who are at least 60 years of age. But no matter 

what your age, call the shelter about adopting our 'senior pets'! (pictured below)  
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GREAT NEWS FOR DONORS!  THIS YEAR, as HSO mails out its newsletter to request financial support, an 

anonymous donor has offered a MATCHING GRANT in the amount of $5000.00!  When you mail in 

your donations this year (see page 2 for the form) your donation will be MATCHED!  In other words, whatever  

amount you mail in, that amount will be doubled for our shelter pets up to $5000.00! HSO could not be more ap-

preciative for this amazing opportunity! We want to THANK each one of you ahead of time for your giving! 
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HSO 2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOMINEES 

(Volunteer candidates are running unopposed.) 

Michael Povey, President 
Jane Weddle, Vice President 

Cheryl Murphy, Secretary 
Sheila Theriot, Treasurer 

Tina Ball, Shelter Manager 
Neal Fosdick, at-large Board Member 

Dannie Bregman, at-large Board Member 
Stephanie Povey, at-large Board Member 

A new volunteer board is elected EVERY JANUARY. 

HSO members may run for office and vote. 

(See By-Laws for candidate qualifications.) 

December meeting is canceled. We welcome you to attend 

the January 19, 2017 meeting, to kick off the New Year!  
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
NEW LOW-COST, SPAY-NEUTER SERVICES!!! 

Dr. Randy Burgess, DVM, of Mena, will provide low-
cost, spay-neuter services, ALL YEAR-ROUND! 

NO MORE WAITING for a clinic! (vaccines too!) 
PLEASE CALL THE SHELTER 

ABOUT APPOINTMENTS: 479-394-5682 

TUES-SAT, 10 AM TO 2 PM 

HSO GENERAL/BOARD MEETINGS!!! 
The public is invited!  Meetings are held the THIRD 

Thursday of each month, at Limetree Restaurant  
in Mena (near Walmart) 

 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm 
The general (public) meetings are held as usual, with 
the Board meeting immediately following. Members 

are invited to attend the Board meetings unless confi-
dential issues are discussed. 

TWO MONTHLY ADOPT-A-PET EVENTS!!! 
Every SECOND Saturday: 

Adopt-a-Pet at PetSmart, 1430 Higdon Ferry Rd. 
Hot Springs, 10 am to 4 pm 

———————————  

Every FOURTH Saturday: 
Adopt-a-Pet at PetCo, 3835 Phoenix Ave. 

Fort Smith, 10 am to 4 pm 

(Adoption events occurring in Mena, TBA.) 
————————————  

The HSO Board of Directors is pleased to announce that 

the new animal transport program is so successful, less 

adoption events are needed!  Read more on Page 3! 

HSO ON THE WEB: www.hsomena.org 

FIND HSO ON FACEBOOK! 

VIEW OUR ADOPTABLE PETS ON PETFINDER.COM 

2017 HSO DONATION FORM 
 

Yes, I/we wish to provide the following financial sup-

port to help care for the animals at the Shelter in 2017: 
 

   Member: (includes voting privileges at all general 

meetings, including elections) 
 

  Individual -- $10 

  Family -- $15 

  Business -- $25  
 

   Donor: (any amount) $ __________.00 
 

   Sponsor: 
 

   Bronze Sponsor -- $100 or $10 per month 

   Critter Haven Sponsor $150 or $15 per month 

   Silver Sponsor -- $250 or $25 per month 

   Gold Sponsor -- $500 or $50 per month 

 
  __________________________________________  
 Your name or business name 

 
  __________________________________________  
 Business contact person 

 

  __________________________________________  
 Mailing Address 

 
  __________________________________________    
 City/State/Zip 

 
 ___________________________________________  
 Email address 
 

$ ___________________        __________________________                                                  

Amount enclosed                                Phone 

MEMORIAL GIFT 
 

YES! Please designate the enclosed check for $_______ : 
 

  In memory of  _______________________________  

In honor of  _________________________________  
                                                     (may be a person or a pet) 

Please send an acknowledgment to: 
Name:  _______________________________________  
Address:  _____________________________________  
City/St/Zip: ____________________________________  
 

Your Name:  ___________________________________  
Address:  _____________________________________  
City/St/Zip:  ___________________________________  
Phone: _____________ Email:  ____________________  
 

 Please clip & mail the above form(s) with your check to: 

Humane Society of the Ouachitas 

P. O. Box 845, Mena, AR, 71953 

Articles included in this publication do not necessarily reflect the 
views or endorsements of the Humane Society of the Ouachitas 

(HSO) but are for entertainment or informational purposes. 

Cheryl Murphy, newsletter creator and contributor 

For more information on any of these meetings or events,  
email info@hsomena.org or call the Shelter at 479-394-5682.  

The shelter is open 10 a.m.—2 p.m. Tues-Sat.  At other times,  

please leave a message and someone will return your call. 
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A WORD FROM OUR “OUTGOING” PRESIDENT… Stephanie Povey 
“It’s almost the end of 2016, and what a year! We made a great connection with PetSmart’s Rescue Waggin pro-
gram, which allowed us to connect with other shelters around the country, that have fewer dogs for adoption. This 
allowed us to save and place hundreds of more dogs, transporting them to those out-of-area shelters to find loving 
homes! When PetSmart decided to end the program in July, they gave us the tools, the connections, and the money 
to develop our own transport program and keep it going for another year. As a result, we have started new programs 
at the shelter, hired and trained new staff positions, and are saving even more dogs than before! The grant has also 

benefitted our shelter cats, as grant-funded improvements are allowing us to enlarge our treatment area and build a 
larger cat habitat. It’s all good, and it’s thanks to our donors like PetSmart who give us the money for these special 
projects, as well as our individual supporters like yourselves who help keep the daily operations of the shelter going. 
One of our Angels, who wishes to be anonymous, will match donations up to $5000.00 before the end of the year! 
This is a great time to give to HSO, as your donation will count TWICE, so please, if you have been waiting to give, 
now is the time when your gift can do the most good. We have many low-income families in our county who really 
want to do the right thing for their pets, but putting food on the table or buying needed medicines has to take priority 

over pet vet bills. These people will receive assistance with this money, allowing them to continue to care for their 
pets without unwanted litters. Please continue to help us help the animals. I thank you and the animals thank you.” 
Note from Secretary Cheryl Murphy: “Stephanie has served as HSO’s President for the past 8 years, and in that 
time, HSO has seen some amazing changes and positive growth as an organization which only serves the Shelter 
Pets in better ways! Stephanie and her husband Michael have proven over and over to be dedicated, caring, giving 
volunteers. Michael plans to run for HSO’s new president in 2017. Stephanie will turn over the gavel, but will con-
tinue with her passionate volunteer work for the love of our shelter pets. Thank you, Stephanie, for your service!”  

INTRODUCING 

HSO’s “Miss Kitty” bank!  
Our bright yellow “Pogo”  

doggie donation banks have 

a companion cat bank! 

Take your pick, dog or cat lovers! 

WHEN YOU SEE  

US AROUND TOWN, 

PLEASE FEED US! 
Your change adds up! 
The ‘POGO’ dog banks  

& ‘MISS KITTY’ cat banks collect 

 approximately $150 per month! 

In Memory of Pat Chinquina 
Past HSO volunteer 

Board Member Pat 
Chinquina, passed 
away on Sept 18. Pat 
had moved to Flori-
da last year, but pre-
vious to her move, 
had faithfully volun-

teered at HSO since 2006, serving 
on the Board, working in the office, 
and helping with many fundraisers. 
She was passionate about the ani-
mals, and she will certainly be 
missed. It has been said, “If there 
are animals in Heaven, Pat will defi-

nitely be one of their caretakers.” 

HSO CALENDAR OF EVENTS & FUNDRAISERS 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
(Please look to media postings for additional fundraising events!) 

PUPPY GRAMS ORDER/DELIVERY: February 

RADIO-THON: April 
FALL RUMMAGE SALE: September 

HOLIDAY PET FOOD DRIVE: November/December 

YEAR ROUND SUPPORT: 
Become a regular donor/member (see page 2) 

Feed the ‘Pogo’ Dog & Miss Kitty Banks (at local businesses) 
Collect & bag aluminum cans and leave at Mena SEARS 

Save used print cartridges/cell phones to donate 

Throughout the year, HSO volunteers work to hold fundraising activi-

ties to bring in the much needed monies to adequately run the shelter 

on a day to day basis, providing a safe, clean, healthy, temporary home 

for the rescued pets. Without the support of HSO’s dedicated volun-

teers and donors, there would be no shelter or help for the many ani-

mals roaming the neighborhoods and country roads. HSO survives on 

donations and volunteers for its daily operations. HSO wants to take 

this opportunity to thank each and every one who has graciously given 

of their time and finances, to help the shelter pets! YOUR support 

means EVERYTHING and is so APPRECIATED! 
 

———–————————————————————————————————-  

Pictured, right: Michael Povey helps transport pets to new homes!  
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WHAT YOU MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT HSO (past 9 yrs. statistics): 

 

      HSO was founded in Polk County in 1978 by a small group of individuals who wanted to help abandoned 
animals find loving homes. HSO is not affiliated with any other national, state or local humane society. HSO is 
solely supported by the good people of Polk County (and their friends!). When people give to HSO, the money 
stays in Polk County to support HSO’s shelter. HSO is a “no-kill” shelter and works hard to find loving forever 
homes for its pets. HSO is a volunteer group. Here are some impressive statistics about what your support 
helped us accomplish over the past 9 years (copies of HSO’S financial reports are presented at all meetings). 
 

First year records kept consistently was 2007:             ‘07          ‘08          ‘09          ‘10          ‘11          ‘12          ‘13          ‘14           ‘15 

Total Pet Adoptions 295 290 302 372 389 402 389 361 378 

Average Number of Pets Living at the Shelter     82     66     72     64 63 58 58 58 55 

Average Length of Stay at Shelter (in months)    8.2     3.1     2.8     2.7 2.0 2.1 2.0 1.8 2.1 

Number of Animals Spayed or Neutered (S/N)    489     515     805     418 469 396 No record *534 418 

Number of Active Volunteers No record        89     73     53 43 48 35 No record 28 

Number of Volunteer Hours Donated No record    7299     8249     6291 5623 5124 No record **1737 8498 

(Notes: *Great news! The number of spay/neuters increased to 534 since 2014 with Dr. Randy Burgess’s low-income program being 

offered! Call the shelter at 479-394-5682 for more info about getting your pets spayed/neutered! Please spread the word to others! 

**The number of volunteer hours recorded were located at the shelter only.  Volunteer hours outside shelter were not tabulated in 2014.)  

OTHER WAYS YOU CAN HELP OUR HOMELESS ANIMALS... 
 

     1) Recycle.  Save the landfill and help our homeless animals at the same time by recycling your aluminum cans, inkjet 

cartridges and old cell phones. Please take your empty aluminum cans to the bin at back of Sears in downtown Mena.  
Used inkjet cartridges and old cell phones may be brought to the Shelter, or to any HSO meeting or event. 
     2) Donate toward the Annual Rummage Sale.  HSO no longer has the Kritter Korner, as some of you may remember, 

which was a booth featuring the sale of household donations. HSO is now focusing on its Annual Fall Rummage Sale 
(typically held in September).  Please contact volunteers, Dannie Bregman at 602-463-6208 or Cheryl Murphy at 479-243-
0771, during the year, for collection of your good used household items for the sale held in September!  Thank you!  
     3) Donate directly to the Shelter. Please donate directly to the Shelter. Donating directly to your local organization 

insures that your donation benefits your local shelter!  Of course, cash donations pay the bills, but we are always in 
need of dry dog & cat food, cat litter, paper towels, soap (septic safe), disposable rubber gloves, as well as caring individu-
als to volunteer their time to help care for the animals. As the chart above shows, the number of active volunteers has 
dropped over time, as people age, move away or have other life-changing events, so we always need fresh new volun-
teers!  Volunteers can donate their time at the shelter, or outside the shelter during events, or from home! There are plenty 
of projects where volunteers can share their skills. Please call the shelter on how you might like to volunteer in 2017! 
     4) Provide regular financial support. HSO’s cost to care for its shelter pets, annually, is approximate $150.00 each!  If 

you haven’t already done so, you can help financially through becoming a member or sponsor, or making a donation in any 
amount. Donations also may be made as a memorial gift. Please use the form on page 2 to mail a check.  Or visit 
www.hsomena.org, and click on the “DONATE” button to donate via credit card.  Please feed our yellow “Pogo” dog banks 
AND our “Miss Kitty” banks you see around town!  If you are already a member or donor, pass this newsletter on to a friend!  

THANK YOU FROM THE BOTTOM OF OUR HEARTS FOR YOUR HELP!  We can’t help the pets without you! 

SURE, I LOVE ANIMALS!  SO WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP? 
 

     We’re glad you asked! There are many volunteer opportunities ranging from the simple to the involved. Some that take planning and 

organizing; others are as simple as walking the dogs and petting the cats! Some work can be done at home, some at the shelter, and 
some require out-of-town travel. But all of the jobs result in a feeling of accomplishment!  Here’s a partial list of volunteer “jobs”:  

OFFICE VOLUNTEER 
FUNDRAISING EVENT COORDINATOR 

MOBILE ADOPTION VOLUNTEER 
GRANT RESEARCHER AND WRITER 

SHELTER MAINTENANCE VOLUNTEER 
RECYCLING / RUMMAGE SALE COLLECTION 

PET FOSTER PARENT 
MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR 

PUBLIC RELATIONS VOLUNTEER 

Not sure what these jobs might entail? We’ll explain! Contact us at (479)394-5682, 10-2 p.m. Tues.-Sat. or email info@hsomena.org. 

Your investment of your time and love for the pets at the shelter will insure that the shelter keeps running and the pets are helped! 


